
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LE G I SLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

February 1 8 , 2 00 3 LR 18

more and mo re of the burden of local governments. And when we
have citizenry c oming to us and say i ng, y ou mus t control
spending , a n d t h e y a s k us t o co n t r o l t h e sp endi ng , bu t t he
decisions are mad e at the loca l level, how do we accomplish
t hat ? Th i s i s one a ve nue whi c h gi v e s us t he f r e edom t o
accomplish that. It is not something that would be accomplished
jus t by our pass i ng t hi s r esol ut i o n. I t woul d no t ev e n b e
accomplished by the people voting for it on the ballot. It
would in fact take legislative decision and action later for
this to come to pass. We may find ourselves with a budget that
we would all be blessed by, if the revenue started to pour back
in ag a i n , a nd t h e n w e wo u l dn ' t e ve n h av e t o f ac e t he choi ce .
But ce r t a i nl y i t wou l d g i v e t he Le g i s l a t ur e some k i nd o f
flexibility and ability to reflect and protect the homestead
exemption as it currently exists for those people who sincerely
need i t . Now, Se na t o r Ra i k e s b r i n g s t o y ou r a t t en t i on t he
person who is really struggling, and there are many Nebraskans
out t h e r e w h o a r e r e a l l y s t r u gg l i ng . I n fa c t , th e r e a r e ma ny
Nebraskans out the re wh o are really struggling, who don't get
the homestead exemption. . .and they are j us t a s l ow- i nc ome, a nd
their home is just as small and inexpensive as the couple he
talked t o you about . . . b ecause, in f ac t , th ey ' r e not 65 year s
old . Becau se , in o r der t o qual i f y f or a hom estead exemption,
you have to b e 65 , o r di sab l e d . So i n f ac t , wha t w e h a ve a i s a
situation where those bond issues and the general levy are heing
paid, 100 percent, by people who are struggling to fe ed t heir
children , t o pa y th e i r bi l l s , but t hey hav e to ha ve a r oo f o v e r
their head and they have to pay the property taxes. So in fact,
they are having to pay for these issues. And they may even find
that there are some people over 65, but maybe they make one
dollar too much, and they voted against that issue, but they' re
going to pay for it. Or their house may have a value one dollar
too much, and t hey vo t e d a g a i n s t i t , bu t t hey wi l l hav e t o pay
for it. That 's de mocracy. T hat's what the vote is about.
People go t o t h e ba l l ot boo t h , an d w e al l vot e , and ma j or i t y
wins . And som e t i mes we d o n ' t l i k e t h e out com e, b u t t ha t ' s wha t
America is about. So I hope that you will at least consider the
committee a mendment. I t t h i n k i t ce r t a i nl y a ch i ev e s wha t
Senator C o o r dsen a n d I we r e t r y i ng t o do wi t h t hi s , an d i t i s
much better l a n guage. So i f we ' r e go i n g t o mov e f orwa rd wi t h
i t , I wou l d l i k e t o s ee i t i n t he fo r m th e c om mit t e e am endment
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